
Alexios I Komnenos
in the Balkans, 1081–1095
marek meško

NEW APPROACHES TO 
BYZANTINE HISTORY AND CULTURE



New Approaches to Byzantine History and Culture

Series Editors
Florin Curta

University of Florida
Gainesville, FL, USA

Leonora Neville
University of Wisconsin Madison

Madison, WI, USA

Shaun Tougher
Cardiff University

Cardiff, UK



New Approaches to Byzantine History and Culture publishes high-quality 
scholarship on all aspects of Byzantine culture and society from the fourth 
to  the  fifteenth centuries,  presenting fresh  approaches  to  key  aspects  of  
Byzantine  civilization  and  new  studies  of  unexplored  topics  to  a  broad  
academic audience. The series is a venue for both methodologically inno-
vative work and ground-breaking studies on new topics, seeking to engage 
medievalists beyond the narrow confines of Byzantine studies.

The  core  of  the  series  is  original  scholarly  monographs  on  various  
aspects of Byzantine culture or society, with a particular focus on books 
that  foster  the  interdisciplinarity  and  methodological  sophistication  of  
Byzantine studies. The series editors are interested in works that combine 
textual and material sources, that make exemplary use of advanced meth-
ods for the analysis of those sources, and that bring theoretical practices of 
other  fields,  such  as  gender  theory,  subaltern  studies,  religious  studies  
theory, anthropology, etc. to the study of Byzantine culture and society.



Marek Meško

Alexios I Komnenos 
in the Balkans, 

1081–1095



ISSN  2730-9363 	        ISSN  2730-9371  (electronic)
New Approaches to Byzantine History and Culture
ISBN  978-3-031-26295-1        ISBN  978-3-031-26296-8  (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-26296-8

©  The  Editor(s)  (if  applicable)  and  The  Author(s),  under  exclusive  licence  to  Springer  
Nature Switzerland AG 2023
This  work  is  subject  to  copyright.  All  rights  are  solely  and  exclusively  licensed  by  the  
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of 
translation,  reprinting,  reuse  of  illustrations,  recitation,  broadcasting,  reproduction  on  
microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and retrieval, 
electronic  adaptation,  computer  software,  or  by  similar  or  dissimilar  methodology  now  
known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this 
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are 
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information 
in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the pub-
lisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the 
material  contained  herein  or  for  any  errors  or  omissions  that  may  have  been  made.  The  
publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institu-
tional affiliations.

Cover illustration: © The Picture Art Collection / Alamy Stock Photo

This  Palgrave Macmillan imprint  is  published by the registered company Springer Nature 
Switzerland AG.
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

Marek Meško
University of Hradec Králové
Hradec Králové, Czech Republic

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-26296-8


To my family



vii

Byzantine emperor Alexios I Komnenos is  a historical  person conceived 
rather  differently  by  many  scholars.  Their  opinions  tend  to  gravitate  
toward two major points of  view. The former group of historians holds 
that Alexios Komnenos was an undisputed savior of the crippled Byzantine 
Empire which in 1081 was tottering on the verge of disintegration because 
of the fateful defeat at Manzikert in 1071 and the ensuing civil war. The 
latter group of scholars tends to view this emperor much more critically, 
and some of them even suggest that because of his rather inefficient way 
of  handling  military  and  political  matters,  the  crisis  after  the  battle  of  
Manzikert lasted for a longer period than if a more capable emperor had 
reigned over the Empire.

The main goal of this monograph is to describe and analyze the military 
and also to some extent the political measures of Alexios Komnenos in the 
Balkans prior to the coming of the First Crusade. In this way it is possible 
from  1081  onward  to  discern  and  to  evaluate  the  emperor’s  steps  and  
actions during the long-lasting conflicts endangering this very important 
geographical area, which was rapidly becoming the sole core territory of 
the  Byzantine  Empire  after  the  loss  of  its  eastern  territories  in  Anatolia  
which had played this role from the seventh century until 1071. The pres-
ent detailed reconstruction focuses on Byzantium’s armed forces, whose 
evolution can be traced thanks to various historical  Byzantine and non-
Byzantine accounts in the period under review, during which they had to 
provide  safety  and  protection  to  the  Byzantine  Balkans  against  the  
onslaught of the Normans, the Pechenegs, and the Kumans. By this it is 
also  possible  to  furnish  substantial  support  for  the  view  of  Alexios  
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Komnenos  as  a  capable  and  strong  ruler  and  resourceful  military  com-
mander who in spite of his hard-fought successes against the Normans in 
1085, against the Pechenegs in 1091, and eventually against the Kumans 
in 1095 was during the whole period under concern finally not in a posi -
tion to initiate and organize a full-scale Byzantine Reconquista of the lost 
territories in the East prior to 1095.
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